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INTRODUCTION 
 
This consortium of primary care teams is built on a 
firm foundation of joint clinical, educational, audit 
and research activity amongst its members.  The 
creation of a consortium specifically for R&D signals 
the central importance of this activity to the teams 
within it, and offers Merseyside an exemplar of the 
enormous future potential for primary care-led R&D. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sickness Certification Presentation for the Minister of  
Social Security, Mr Hugh Bailey. 
 
The meeting was held on 2nd December 1999 and included  
presentations of the sickness certification 
data collection project which is about to begin, and  
possible interventions for the long-term sick, Steve Flatt's 
work on cognitive therapy and the Netherton Project for 
unemployment, anxiety and depression. 
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The consortium 
management team is 
based in a primary 
care setting…… 
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R&D PUBLICATIONS 
 

 NURSING STANDARD 
 
Authors: 
Steve Flatt & Dr Matthews 
The efficacy of a standardised 
intervention in the treatment of
migraine. 
November 3 1999 
 

 HYPNOS 

Authors: 
Steve Flatt & Dr Matthews 
A study to identify the 
effectiveness of a taped 
hypnotherapy intervention for 
migraine using an interrupted 
time series design. 
Vol. xxv1 No 2 1999 
 

 GPMEDICINE 

Authors: 
Steve Flatt & Dr Machin 
Anecdotal Medicine.  Nurse 
specialist aids mental 
healthcare. 
June 25 1999 
 

 NURSING STANDARD 
Author: 
Chris Shiels (Researcher) 
Pressure sore care. 
Vol 14 October 27 1999 
 
 
For the above publications 
please contact Gabrielle, 
details on back page. 
 



HHEEAARRTT  FFAAIILLUURREE                
Activity Area 1      Academic Lead Dr F Mair 
        Clinical Lead Marie Evans 

 

  
 
  
 
 
 
 

IDENTIFYING THE ISSUES 
 
A well-attended workshop was held in September at Aintree Park Group Practice.  Dr Frances Mair, 
academic lead in the area chaired the workshop. The issues identified at the meeting were summarised by Dr
Andrea Litva (researcher) and a summary and feedback form has been distributed to all attendees and 
practices. 
 
 
AANNXXIIEETTYY  &&  DDEEPPRREESSSSIIOONN  
Activity Area 2 
       Academic Lead Professor Dowrick 
       Clinical Lead Dr Goldberg / Dr Hulbert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Susan Beaton is developing 2 linked projects on postnatal depression with Health Visitors.  Follow up 
meeting 31/1/00. 
 
Frequent attendance project will be initiated by Paula Hodgson when she starts next month. 
 
MRC study of patients with unexplained symptoms - Adele Ring has been appointed RA and is starting 
baseline data collection. 
 
  

 
SSIICCKKNNEESSSS  CCEERRTTIIFFIICCAATTIIOONN  
Activity Area 3 
        Academic Lead Dr Gabbay 
        Clinical Lead Dr Ford 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Doctors in the consortium will be receiving carbonised pads ie. Med 3, 4, 5.  This will enable the consortium
to construct a sickness certification database across all 9 practices and will standardise data. 
 
SPECIAL EVENT: 
 
Sickness Certification Presentation for the Minister of  Social Security, Mr Hugh Bayley.  The meeting was 
held on 2nd December 1999 and was a great success, the consortium received some good press.  A follow up 
letter has been sent to the Minister keeping his comments on the forefront of policy discussions. 
 
 
RR&&DD  IINN  PPCCGG''SS  
Activity Area5 
        Academic Lead Dr Bundred 
        Clinical Lead Dr Brown  
 
Two Focus Group meetings have been organised to facilitate nursing research activities.  The meetings will 
provide the consortium with some more in-depth information in addition to the nursing questionnaires that 
were sent out. 
 
Discussions are taking place to discuss the possible research project, which examines the resource 
implications of developing Clinical Governance Programmes in Primary Care.   
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You can now contact members of the R&D Team via the following e-mail                
addresses:             
 
 
Professor Chris Dowrick   794 5614 
Consortium Lead    728 5614 medi link 

cfd@liverpool.ac.uk
_________________________________________________________________ 
Gabrielle Marr    293 1129 
Consortium PA    703 1243 medi link 

gabriellemarr@cableinet.co.uk 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Val Kay     286 8953 
Aintree Park Group Practice  703 1038 medi link 
Consortium / Practice Manager  valkay@cableinet.co.uk 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Monica Gallagher   794 8080 
Manager     728 8080 medi link 
Brownlow Group Practice    
________________________________________________________________ 
Lynn Suckley    01948 860 205 
Manager      
Dr Hulbert & Partners    
_________________________________________________________________ 
Dr P Smith     794 9865 
Doctor     704 1002 medi link 
Park Road Group Practice   Pat@giddygate.demon.co.uk   
 _________________________________________________________________ 
Steve Flatt    260 9119 
Manager     pmcentre@aol.com 
Priory Rd Group Practice     
_________________________________________________________________ 
Francine Barrow   525 6286 
Manager 
Westmoreland General Practice 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Dr Goldthorpe    928 5515 
Doctor     703 1190 medi link 
Dr Goldthorpe's General Practice  goldsb@Drs.net.uk 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Barbara Lamb    476 7962 
Manager     703 1195 medi link 
Dr Goldberg's General Practice 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Sue Critchlow    01704 549 382 
Manager 
Dr Hughes General Practice            
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This newsletter is produced 
four times per year and is 
widely circulated.  If this 
newsletter was not sent to you 
personally and you would like 
to receive a copy in the future 
please complete the slip 
below and return it to the 
address shown.  If you are 
already on our mailing list but 
your address has changed 
please let us know. 
 
 
Name: 
 
______________________ 
 
Position: 
 
______________________ 
 
Address: 
 
______________________ 
 
______________________ 
 
______________________ 
 
______________________ 
 
 
I would like to receive a copy 
of the Newsletter 
 
 
I would like to receive a copy 
of the Newsletter  
______________________ 
 
To: 
Mersey Primary Care  
R&D Consortium 
46 Moss Lane Orrell Park 
Liverpool 
L9 7AL 

 
 
 

 3

Any queries please 
contact consortium 
Personal Assistant 

 
Thanks

mailto:cfd@liverpool.ac.uk


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 4 is for articles, comments, brickbats and 
bouquets from primary care people. Anything 
you want to send in for publication please send 
to: Gabrielle Marr - Personal Assistant 
 46 Moss Lane  

Orrell Park 
Liverpool 
L9 8AL 

 
Remember without you research and 

development can’t happen!! 
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